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his canoe had been upset; if the winds had caused
it to be submerged; if he had been drowned, you
would have waited long for the return of the poor
lost man, and you would have accused us of a fault
which you yourselves would have committed.”
When he had said this, he fastened his collar in the
appointed spot. :

Drawing out another, he tied it to the arm of Guil-
laume Cousture, saying aloud: ‘‘ It is this Collar that
brings you back this prisoner. I would not have said
to him, while he was still in our country: ‘ Go, my
Nephew; take a Canoe and return to Quebec.” My
mind would not have been at rest; I would always
have thought over and over again to myself, ‘ Is he
not lost?’ In truth, I would have had no sense, had
I acted in that way. He whom you have sent back
had all the difficulties in the world, on his journey.”’
He began to express them, but in so pathetic a
manner that there is no merry-andrew in France so
ingenious as that Barbarian. He took a stick, and
placed it on [89g] his head like a bundle; then he car-
ried it from one end of the square to the other, repre-
senting what that prisoner had done in the rapids
and in the current of the water,—on arriving at
which he had transported his baggage, piece by
piece. He went backward and forward, showing the
journeys, the windings, and the turnings of the pris-
oner. He ran against a stone; he receded more than
he advanced in his canoe, because alone he could not
maintain it against the current. He lost courage,
and then regained his strength. In a word, I have
never seen anything better done than this acting.
‘“ Again” (said he), ‘“if you had helped him to pass
the rapids and the bad roads, and then if, while



